MEN OF POWER
dying of hunger, and we knock and the porter comes
in a rage, saying, 'Who are you?' and we answer, 'We
are two of your brethren/ and he says, 'You lie, you
are two lewd fellows who go up and down corrupting
the world and stealing the alms of the poor. Go away
from here!' and he does not open to us, but leaves us
outside shivering in the snow and rain, frozen, starved,
till night; then, if thus maltreated and turned away, we
patiently endure all without murmuring against him, if
we think with humility and charity that this porter real-
ly knows us truly and that God makes him speak thus
to us, then, O Brother Leo, write that in this is the
perfect joy . . . Above all the graces and all the gifts
which the Holy Spirit gives to his friends is the grace
to conquer one's self, and willingly to suffer pain, out-
rages, disgrace, and evil treatment, for the love of
Christ!"
Opposition. One might think that Francis and his
followers would meet with little opposition since they
want nothing but to go about the world preaching peni-
tence and peace, changing hearts, converting robbers,
taming wolves, conversing with birds, and generally
awakening the consciences of their fellow-mortals. But
awakening the conscience of mankind is a precarious
business. Old evils are likely to be tough and resistant.
Established institutions like the church do not change
easily. Vested interests do not give up their wealth
without a struggle. In spite of his simplicity and hu-
mility, Francis comes into direct collision not only with
individual sin and wickedness, but with more insidious
evil in high places and among the very ones to whom he
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